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unarmed. Lindsay, a bold-hearted Kentuckian, assumed the
tone of command, and peremptorily ordered the Dakotas
ashore. They, probably, thought that big words would be
seeondad with hard blows, and complied. The boats pushed
on, several Indians pursued them along the shore for severai
miles, with speech of taunt and defiance, but they offered no
further molestation.

The Dakota villages* higher up showed much ill-will, but
ro disposition, or rather no courage, to attack. Altogether
appearances were so threatening, that on his arrival at Fort
Snelling, Mr. Lindsay communicated what he had seen to the
commanding officer, and asked that his crew should be fur-
nished with arms and ammunition. The request was
granted ; his thirty-two men were provided with thirty-two
muskets, and a barrel of ball-cartridges. Thus secured against
attack the boats commenced the descent of the river.

In the meanwhile, the Red Bird had cogitated upon what
he had heard, every tittle of which he believed, and had come
{o the conclusion, that the honor of his race required the blood
of two Americans at least. He, therefore, got into his canoe,
with Wekaw, or The Sun, and two others, and paddled to
Prairie Du Chien. When he got there he waited upon Mr.
Boilvin, in the most friendly manner, and begged to be re-
garded as one of the staunchest friends of the Americans.
The venerable Agent admitted his claims, but absolutely re-
fused to give him any whiskey. The Winnebago Chief then
applied to a trader in the town, who relying on his general
good character, did not hesitate to furnish him with an eight
gallon keg of spirits, the value of which was to be paid in furs,
in the succeeding autumn.

There was an old colored woman in the village, whose five
sons had never heard that they were inferior beings, either
from the Indians or the Canadian French. Therefore, having
never considered themselves degraded, they were not degraded;
on the contrary, they ranked with the most respectable in-

*Red Wing and Kaposia, says Nelll. I -C-B



